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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display conditions: 

Either 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication is kept 
and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package 
and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in premises, or a part of premises, 
set aside for the public display of restricted publications (whether or not articles other 
than restricted publications are also displayed in those premises or that part of those 
premises). 

Or 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication is kept 
and 

That the publication must not be publicly displayed in any place in which the publication 
is available for supply, and must be shown only to persons making a direct request for 
the publication. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 
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Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 
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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book Opium Poppy Garden The Way of a Chinese Grower is classified as: 
Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 
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The book provides an introduction into the cultural, economic, and spiritual aspects 
involved in the cultivation of the plant Papaver somniferum. The author makes it 
apparent from the opening chapter that his intention in writing the book is to stimulate 
thought and discussion into the current prohibitions of drug cultivation. As an advocate 
of natural medicine the author places an emphasis on the alternative uses of opium 
and avoids giving credibility to aspects of recreational drug use. The author also 
argues that by legalising the cultivation of opium, significant economic benefits will be 
realised for the farming communities of economically developing countries. 

The focus of the publication remains one of law reform, and the publication approaches 
this subject in a serious fashion. The Classification Office has taken into consideration 
the likely harm that could be caused if the publication, which deals with issues related 
to drug use, was to be made available to children and young persons. The 
Classification Office is therefore of the opinion that the availability of the publication is 
likely to be injurious to the public good unless it is restricted to an adult audience. The 
New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 has been expressly taken into account in reaching 
this decision. 
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